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identified and charts were abstracted retrospectively. At
follow-up, 122 patients completed a telephone survey ad-
dressing 11 quality of care indicators and current medica-
tions. Four medication classes were compared at dis-
charge and at follow-up. RESULTS: On average, patients
were 60.9 years and male (75.4%) with Q-type of infarc-
tion upon presentation (50%). Patients lost to follow-up
did not differ demographically (P  0.05). At follow-up,
aspirin compliance was 96.6%; beta-blocker was 79.3%;
ACE inhibitor was 50.7%; lipid-lowering agent was
86.4% [higher than 4S study (P  0.005)]. Follow-up
metoprolol compliance was 63.4%. For ACE inhibitors,
only 25.5% remained on the same medication and
27.5% had switched brands. A 20% increase in com-
pliance from discharge to follow-up with lipid-lowering
agents was seen. Congestive heart failure was associated
with non-compliance with beta-blocker and compliance
with ACE inhibitor therapy. No age trends in medication
compliance were seen. CONCLUSION: Aspirin therapy
had the highest compliance rate at follow-up, followed
by lipid-lowering agents, beta-blockers and ACE inhibi-
tors. Since patients on lipid-lowering agents tended to
have higher ACE inhibitor compliance, physician moni-
toring of lipids may indirectly increase medication com-
pliance and secondary prevention.
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OBJECTIVE: Although assessment of health-related qual-
ity of life (HRQOL) as an outcome in multi-center clini-
cal trials is common, little is known about inherent inter-
national patient differences. Thus, we sought to evaluate
the effects of nationality in an international post-MI pop-
ulation. METHODS: In the GUSTO-I Angiographic
Trial, 1848 patients (pts) from 10 countries were con-
tacted for HRQL telephone interviews 2 yrs post infarct
(87.7% response). Questionnaires translated (forward/
backward) into French, Dutch, German, and Spanish
measured physical function (Duke Activity Scale), emo-
tional function (Minn Living with Heart Failure), social
function and perceived health (MOS SF-36), and symp-
toms (angina and dyspnea). Nationality was coded as US,
Canada (CN), Australia (AU), and Europe (EU). Struc-
tural equation modeling (SEM) was used to evaluate na-
tionality’s effect on HRQL, symptoms, and disease sever-
ity. RESULTS: At baseline, US pts had significantly more
comorbidity than CN pts and more revascularization
procedures than the other patients groups. In univariate
analyses, no differences among nationalities were present
in any HRQL outcomes. In the SEM (which controlled
for disease severity and symptoms) nationality did not
have a significant impact on HRQL, despite EU pts re-
porting more angina and dyspnea than US pts (P  0.0001)
and more dyspnea than CN pts (P  0.001). CONCLU-
SION: In this sample of homogenous post MI pts from
similar Westernized cultures, nationality did not impact
HRQL. Although differences may exist in more heteroge-
nous samples, these findings suggest that pooling similar
Westernized culture’s outcome data is valid.
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While costs and outcomes for cerebrovascular events
have been estimated for large, university-based medical
centers, similar studies in community hospitals are lack-
ing. OBJECTIVE: To compare costs of care, length of
stay and mortality for patients with subarachnoid hemor-
rhage (SAH), intracerebral hemorrhage (ICH), ischemic
cerebral infarction (ICI) and transient ischemic attacks
(TIA) for patients treated in community teaching (CT)
and nonteaching (CNT) hospitals in the US. METHODS:
A retrospective cohort design was used, employing data
from HBSI’s national data warehouse from community
hospitals. Comparative costs are calculated using a stan-
dardized general ledger approach to derive direct and in-
direct costs. Wilcoxon signed rank tests were used to test
for differences in costs and length of stay. Chi-square
tests were used to test for differences in mortality. RE-
SULTS: The sample consisted of 1,244 patients treated in
1998 with SAH, 3,633 with ICH, 16,066 with ICI, and
9,276 with TIA from 137 hospitals. Mean costs for inpa-
tient care were $4,058 higher in CT hospitals for SAH,
$3,135 for ICH, $434 for ICI and $216 for TIA (P 
0.001 for each). Length of stay was 0.48 days longer for
SAH patients and 1.5 days longer for ICH patients
treated at CT hospitals (P  0.005). There were no sig-
nificant differences between CT and CNT hospitals for
inpatient mortality, severity of illness or risk of mortality
for these events. CONCLUSION: Based on unadjusted
estimates of costs and mortality rates, patients with CV
events treated at CT hospitals may incur higher costs
without any apparent benefit in mortality.
